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More families these days are 
headed by single parents. Be
tween 1985 and 1989, the num
ber of single parents who main
tained their own household and 
had their own children under 18 
years old living with them rose 
from 7.5 million to 8.6 million. 
They comprise about one-quarter 
of all family households with own 
children. Most single parents liv
ing with children are women. 

This Brief focuses on single
parent families- in particular, 
their housing characteristics
and compares them to married
couple family households with 
their children present. The data 
come from the 1989 American 
Housing Survey {AHS). The AHS 
is sponsored by the Department 
of Housing and Urban Develop
ment and conducted by the Bu
reau of the Census. 

Nearly half of single 
parents are divorced. 

Single parents who maintain their 
own household can be of any 
marital status, but can't have a 
spouse actually residing with 
them. Forty-three percent of these 
single parents were divorced; 
another 27 percent had never 
been married. Among Black 
single parents, however, it was 
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most common to never have 
been married: 45 percent. 

Single parents are 
less educated. 
Single-parent householders were 
less likely than married couples 
to have completed 4 years of col
lege: 12 percent versus 28 per
cent. Similarly, 23 percent of 
single-parent householders had 
not completed high school, com
pared with 14 percent of married
couple householders. 

Single parents aren't likely 
to own a home. 

Single-parent householders were 
less than half as likely as married 
couples to own a home: 35 per
cent versus 7 4 percent. Regional
ly, single parents in the West had 

the lowest homeownership rate: 
30 percent. Among single parents 
who lived In metro areas, 23 per
cent living In central cities and 44 
percent living in suburbs were 
homeowners. 

Single parents live In 
smaller homes. 

Single-parent householders who 
owned single-family detached or 
mobile homes resided in homes 
with a median area of 1,646 
square feet. Married-couple own
ers, on the other hand, lived In 
homes with a median area of 
1,914 square feet. 

Floor area size also differed 
among renters. Single-parent and 
married-couple family renters 
lived in units with median areas 
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of 1,202 and 1,342 square feet, 
respectively. 

Single parents have lower 
family Incomes. 

The median family income of 
households maintained by 
single-parent homeowners was 
about $26,300, 42 percent less 
than that of married-couple own
ers ($45,000). Among renters, 
single-parent households had a 
median family income of 
$11,400, 56 percent less than that 
of married couples ($25,800). 
Even single parents with related 
adults in their household who 
were potential wage earners had 
lower family incomes than com
parable married-couple families. 
Such owners had a median in
come of $34,700; renters had a 
median of $16,900. 

Single parents have 
lower housing costs, but 
spend a greater share of their 
Income on housing. 

Single-parent owners had median 
monthly housing costs of $524, 
18 percent less than what mar
ried-couple owners paid ($640). 
Single parents did, however, 
spend a greater share of their 
family income on housing than 
did married couples (24 versus 
19 percent). 

Among renters, single parents 
and married couples paid $388 
and $487, respe<.1ively, in median 
monthly housing costs. However, 
housing costs consumed 34 per
cent of single-parent renters' in
come, compared to 23 percent of 
married-couples· income. 

Slngle parents are likelier 
to maintain low-Income 
households. 

According to the AHS poverty 
threshold, which is based on 
household rather than family in
come, 47 percent of single-parent 
renters and 14 percent of single
parent owners maintained low-
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income households. The 
comparable figures for married 
couples were 17 percent and 4 
percent, respectively. 

Most single-parent 
subfamilies llve with relatives. 
There were 2 million single
parent subfamilies in 1989. Sub
families are families that share a 
home with someone else who 
owns or rents it. Seventy-four per
cent of single-parent subfamilies 
shared a home with another fami
ly or individual they were related 
to. Of the related subfamilies, 41 
percent lived in the home of a 
married couple; 50 percent lived 
in the home of a woman; while 9 
percent lived in the home of a 
man. Women maintained 9 in 10 
one-parent subfamilies. 

More Information: 
Housing Characteristics of 
One-Parent Households, 
Current Housing Reports, 
Series H121/92-2. Contact 

April 1992 

Customer Services at the Census 
Bureau (301-763-4100) for 
ordering information. 

Contacts: 
Housing of single parents
Timothy Grall 301-763-8120 

Statistical Briefs-
Customer Services 301-763-4100 

This Brief is one of a series that 
presents information of current 
policy interest. It may include 
data from businesses, house
holds, or other sources. All statis
tics are subject to sampling vari
ability, as well as survey design 
flaws, respondent classification 
errors, and data processing mis
takes. The Census Bureau has 
taken steps to minimize errors, 
and analytical statements have 
been tested and meet statistical 
standards. However, because of 
methodological differences, use 
caution when comparing these 
data with data from other 
sources. 
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